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Welcome to RRB-12

Even though fossil energy prices are low at the moment, the need to study and look for alternative feedstocks for 
materials and energy sources remains highly important. An increasing awareness on carbon dioxide emission and 
the concern about fossil fuel dependency stimulates the conference to give an impetus to the further development 
of the bio-based economy. 

Delegates from university, industry, governmental and non-governmental organizations will present their views 
on sustainable (green) chemistry, industrial biotechnology and agricultural policy related to the use of renewable 
raw materials for non-food applications and energy supply. This will be presented in plenary and oral presentation 
sessions and poster tours. New research concepts but also new policies related to the cyclic economy and the 
sustainable production of materials will be discussed and exchanged with several industrial companies and vice 
versa.

From 30 May to 1 June 2016, Ghent will host the 12th edition of the International Conference on Renewable 
Resources and Biorefineries.

This specialist forum for renewable resources, green chemistry, industrial biotechnology, nutrient recycling and 
biorefineries will stimulate the transition from a fossil-based to the bio-based economy.

The conference program is organized in 3 parallel sessions and includes 2 plenary talks, 1 keynote lecture, 17 invited 
lectures, 55 high quality oral presentations by international experts and 24 PhD short communications, covering both 
technical and policy aspects of the bio-based economy. 

The sessions deal with these topics:

•	 Bioactive compounds from biomass
•	 Biobased materials (I & II)
•	 Biomass fractionation 
•	 Biocatalysis for bioresource transformation (I & II)
•	 Bioenergy
•	 Bioproducts from woody biomass
•	 Biorefineries (I & II)
•	 Biosurfactants
•	 Chemical platform molecules (I & II)
•	 Downstream processing
•	 Metabolic engineering of fermentation processes
•	 Micro and macro algae technology
•	 Nutrient and energy cycling (I & II)
•	 Plant cell wall modification 
•	 Pretreatment and transformation of lignocellulosics 
•	 Sustainability
•	 Thermochemical transformations of biomass
•	 Valorization of biomass waste streams (I & II)

The eleven previous conferences were a real success, thus proving the importance of these conferences and the 
willingness to imply sustainable chemistry and renewable resources in the world industry.

All information on the preceding conferences can be found at www.rrbconference.com.

We hope that you will enjoy the Conference and the hospitality of Ghent!

The Organizing Committee		
		
Prof. Christian Stevens 
Prof. Wim Soetaert 
Em. Prof. Erick Vandamme 						    
Ir. Philippe Tavernier 			 
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Monday, 30 May 2016

09.00 – 10.00	 Registration

								      
10.15 – 10.30	 Official Opening of RRB-12 & Welcome Address				    Refter
		  Christian Stevens and Wim Soetaert, Ghent University, BE
		
		  Welcome to Ghent
	 	 Freddy Mortier, Vice-Rector, Ghent University, BE
			 
						    
		  Opening Plenary Session
		  Chairs: Christian Stevens and Erick Vandamme, Ghent University, BE					   
	
								      
10.30 – 11.15	 Biobased Industries Initiative: Public-private partnerships as new business model in Europe
		  Dirk Carrez, Clever Consult, Biobased Industries Consortium (BIC), BE

11.15 – 12.00	 Bio-based products serving the needs of the growing world
		  Nigel Mouncey, DOW, USA

12.00 – 12.10	 Solvay’s 3 levers for renewable-based chemistry  
		  Antoine Amory, Solvay Corporate Research and Innovation 

12.10 – 13.00	 Lunch offered by Solvay							       Kapittel Room
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